
Assignment Two 
Book Review Essay 

History 506 
 
You are required to write a book review essay of about 2,000-3,000 words focused on a 
particular theme.  The aim will be to write a review that could be published in the essay review 
section of Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences (HSNS).  HSNS reviews are typically 
extended discussions of three or more books, though we also publish reviews focused 
specifically on one text, often an edited volume. Ideally the books should have been published in 
the last five years. Please write for an audience of generally interested historians of science, who 
may not necessarily be specialists in the field of the books you are reviewing. You are 
encouraged to reflect not only on the works under review, but also on larger historiographical 
issues they raise. References to other scholarly works are welcome. 
 
From the Foreword to HSNS 38:1 (2008) (the editors have changed, but the principles are the 
same) 
 

… [T]he book review section will be guided by a new principle of selection. Other 
journals in our field already fill the need for maximal coverage, reviewing as many 
worthy books as they are able. Instead we have decided to offer depth, nuance, and 
comparison. We will give our reviewers and readers the space to reflect on specific works 
of scholarship and recent trends in their fields, in, for example, historiographical review 
essays, exploring the state of a subfield and the variety of approaches deployed in it, and 
in-depth reviews of single, particularly interesting books. Further, we are intent on 
including more studies published in languages other than English, giving detailed 
discussions of methodology and approach to serve a reading community that still 
communicates mainly in English. 

 
Please email me (mreidy@montana.edu) your essays by midnight on Wednesday, November 
15th.   
 
We will spend the class discussing these papers, so be prepared to talk about your own analysis 
for about five minutes.  Our discussion will differ from your actual review essay.  You should 
rotate your discussion around how the books fit into the themes we have discussed in class.  How 
is science (or technology, or medicine) targeted for analysis?  What relationships are posited 
between scientific knowledge and (the rest of) culture? How do the books you have engaged 
seem to characterize recent approaches in the field.   
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Dear	  contributor,	  
	  
Enclosed	  are	  the	  books	  you	  have	  agreed	  to	  review	  for	  Historical	  Studies	  in	  the	  Natural	  
Sciences.	  	  	  
	  
As	  you	  may	  know,	  HSNS	  reviews	  differ	  from	  standard	  short-‐form	  book	  reviews	  in	  that	  they	  
are	  substantive	  essays	  of	  several	  (3-‐5)	  books	  that	  engage	  intellectually	  with	  a	  particular	  
theme	  represented	  in	  the	  works	  under	  review.	  	  	  The	  Book	  Review	  Editors	  will	  have	  already	  
been	  in	  contact	  with	  you	  about	  the	  list	  of	  books	  to	  be	  reviewed	  and	  the	  suggested	  length	  of	  
your	  essay	  (generally	  2,000-‐3,000	  words).	  	  	  Please	  write	  for	  an	  audience	  of	  generally	  
interested	  historians	  of	  science,	  who	  may	  not	  necessarily	  be	  specialists	  in	  the	  field	  of	  the	  
books	  you	  are	  reviewing.	  You	  are	  encouraged	  to	  reflect	  not	  only	  on	  the	  works	  under	  
review,	  but	  also	  on	  larger	  historiographic	  issues	  they	  raise.	  References	  to	  other	  scholarly	  
works	  are	  welcome.	   	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  about	  the	  books	  to	  be	  reviewed,	  the	  review	  itself,	  the	  timeline	  to	  
completion,	  or	  any	  other	  matter,	  please	  don’t	  hesitate	  to	  contact	  either	  of	  us	  directly.	  	  The	  
deadline	  for	  receipt	  of	  reviews	  is	  generally	  6	  months	  after	  the	  date	  on	  which	  the	  books	  
were	  received,	  but	  we	  are	  happy	  to	  discuss	  this	  schedule	  if	  there	  are	  problems	  or	  concerns.	  	  
In	  composing	  your	  review,	  please	  consult	  the	  attached	  style	  sheet	  for	  specific	  instructions.	  
	  
With	  all	  best	  wishes,	  
	  
David	  Sepkoski	  
Michael	  Reidy	  
	  
Book	  Review	  Editors,	  Historical	  Studies	  in	  the	  Natural	  Sciences	  
	   	   	  
	  

Editorial Office 
Office for History of Science & Technology 

543 Stephens Hall 
University of California 

Berkeley, CA 94720-2350 
tel 510-642-4581 

fax 510-643-5321 
ohst@berkeley.edu 

Book Review Office 
Max Planck Institute for the History of Science 

Boltzmannstr. 22 
14195 Berlin 

Germany 
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